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whom we at all times admire will, upon some occasion,
suddenly seem to us ten times more lovely than ever before/

Saisho is her constant companion and her fellow victim
during the drunken festivities which they both detested.
The following is from a description of an entertainment
given on the fiftieth day after the birth of the Empress
Akiko's first child: ' The old Minister of the Right, Lord
AMmitsu, came staggering along and banged into the
screen behind which we sat, making a hole in it. What
really struck us was that he is getting far too oldI for this
kind of thing. But I am sure he did not at all know that
this was the impression he was making. Next followed
matching of fans, and noisy jokes, many of which were in
very bad taste.

' Presently the General of the Right came and stood near
the pillar on our left. He was looking at us and seemed to
be exainining our dresses, but with a very different expres-
sion from the rest. He cannot bear these drunken revels.
If only there were more like him! And I say this despite
the fact that his conversation is often very indecent; for
he manages to give a lively and amusing turn to whatever
he says. I noticed that when the great tankard came his
way he did not drink out of it, but passed it on, merely
saying the usual words of good omen. At this Lord Kinto *
shouted: " The General is on his best behaviour. I expect
little MurasaM is somewhere not far ofi !" " You're none
of you in the least like Genji," I thought to myself, " so
what should Murasaki be doing here ? " . . . Then the
Vice-Councillor began pulling about poor Lady Hyobu, and
the Prime Minister made comic noises which I found very
Disagreeable. It was still quite early, and knowing well
what would be the latter stages of an entertainment which

1 He was now 64.

* Fujiwaia no KintO (966-1041), famous poet; cousin of Michioaga.